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FIREARM SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS PART 1 

Proving Firearms Clear. 
Note. 
The following process shall be used to confirm the firearm is empty after the 

command ‘Unload, prove firearms’ has been given, and at all times before any one 

advances forward of the firing point, on the command of the Range Officer. 
 
All firearms shall be kept pointing downrange whilst being proved ‘clear’. In cases 

of misfires or failure to discharge the bullet, all other shooters shall be instructed to 

step back from the firing point and follow the instructions of the Range Officer until 

the firearm has been declared ‘Safe’. 

After each firearm has been proved ‘Clear’, the shooter will be ordered to ‘Bench 

Firearm’ and will step back from the firing point. 

The shooter will not then touch the firearm until instructed to do so by the Range 

Officer. 

PROVING RIFLES ‘UNLOADED’ ON THE RANGE. 

The clearance of all firearms shall take place with the firearm pointing 

downrange. 

Rifles. 
 
These may be bolt action, Martini or falling block action, or break-barrel types.  

On the Range Officer’s command “Prove Firearms”: - 

1. Open the action until the chamber can be seen to be empty. 

2. Bench the firearm. 

3. Insert a breech flag. 

4. The firearm has now been proved ‘Clear’ and you may advance to change 

targets when instructed by the Range Officer. 
 
 

FIREARM SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS PART 2 

Actions for dealing with miss-fires and malfunctions. 
A malfunction is where the action of the firearm fails to function and/or jams. 

The action to be taken to clear and prove safe the firearm is similar to that in 

‘Miss-fire’ 

Miss-fires. 
 
When dealing with a misfire, the safety catch must be applied if fitted. 

 
Note: -The removal from the range of miss-fired rounds is the responsibility of 

the shooter. Miss-fired rounds may NOT be left on club premises. 
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For Single shot firearms: - 

 
1. With the firearm pointing downrange, wait 30 seconds and call for the 

attention of the Range Officer. 

2. Under the instruction of the Range Officer, open the action and remove the 

miss-fired round. 
3. Confirm that the barrel is clear of obstruction. 
4. Under the instruction of the Range Officer, recommence firing. 

 
 
Bullet does not leave the barrel. 

 
The bullet is left as an obstruction completely blocking the barrel. 

 
NOTE: - Firing a round with a blocked barrel can cause serious damage or 

injury. If there is any reason to suspect the above, i.e.: low recoil, no muzzle 

report, or no bullet hole in the target, follow the instructions for clearing the 

same type of firearm. 

1. With the firearm pointing downrange, wait 30 seconds and call for the 

attention of the Range Officer. 
2. Open the action and eject the cartridge. 
3. Under the instruction of the Range Officer, and with the breech proved 

‘Clear’, use a ram-rod from the muzzle on the firearm to drive the bullet 

from the barrel. 

4. Inspect the barrel to confirm it is clear of obstructions and undamaged. 
5. On the command of the Range Officer, recommence firing. 

 


